
PSCI 3274: Capitalism and its Critics 
Professor Scott B. Ritner 
Course Meetings: Tuesday & Thursday 3:30pm-4:45pm CLUB4 
Drop-In Hours: Tuesdays 1-3pm, or by appointment. 
Office: Ketchum 137 
Email: Scott.Ritner@Colorado.edu 
 
 

Capitalism and Its Critics 
 
Course Description: Capitalism is increasingly under suspicion in the United States and around the 
world, but what is it? For some, it is a moral principle of freedom, for others it is a systematic mode of 
domination, and yet for others it is a flawed and anarchic totality of social relationships. Living within 
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that you can do no better than AI, and are thus replaceable by AI. Why would any employer hire you 
if you can’t outperform AI? 

In addition, do not use GAIs for peer review, since submitting another student’s work to GAIs 
violates their privacy and deprives them of the human reaction they are expecting. 

The following are cases where it is reasonable to use GAIs on your formal assignments:
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needs can be addressed. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or 
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Part Ia: The Capitalists: Foundational thinkers. 
 
Week 2: September 5-7: John Locke and the foundations of capitalist political economy 

● Readings for the Week: 
○ Required: John Locke, Two Treatises on Government, ed. Peter Laslett (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1988), Second Treatise Chapters I-IX 
■ Yes, this is a lot of reading! Skim and get the major points! Pay special attention 

to the Chapter “Of Property” 
○ Recommended: Carole Pateman, The Sexual Contract 

● Tuesday 
○ What is property?  
○ What is Alienation? 

● Thursday: NO CLASS–Professor Away 
 
Week 3: September 12-14: Adam Smith’s Moral Philosophy Part I 

● Readings for the Week: 
○ Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations,  T792 re
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○ Selma James, "Sex, Race, and Class." 
■ 


	I will give each person the opportunity to share their preferred name and pronouns on the first day of class. I require that all students in my classes respect the preferences of each of their classmates.

