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on local interests (Seelke, 2016; Olson, 2015). 
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are caused by social factors such as unemployment or 
education. 

Despite the data depicting El Salvador as 
economically and socially stronger, El Salvador has the 
KLJKHVW�OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH��TXDQWLÀHG�WKURXJK�KRPLFLGH�
rates, in the Northern Triangle region whereas 
Guatemala has the lowest level of violence. El Salvador 
has been called “a nation held hostage” due to its high 
homicide rate largely attributed to the gang violence 
between MS 13 and Barrio 18 (Whelan, 2018). Even 
WKRXJK�*XDWHPDOD�IDFHV�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�
above the world average of 6.1 homicides per 100,000 
individuals, its HDI ranking would suggest that it would 
experience higher levels of violence than El Salvador 
due to worse social and economic conditions (World 
Bank, 2017). The reality of gang violence in El Salvador 
and Guatemala compared to what may be expected 
based on the UN HDI data and the similarities between 
the countries demonstrates that there is another 
factor that makes El Salvador more vulnerable to gang 
violence that has caused the disparity in violence 
between the two countries.  

[...]

Maras versus Pandillas
7KH�JDQJV�06����DQG�%DUULR����DUH�FODVVLÀHG�DV�
maras, more recent to the Northern Triangle than 
the historically prevalent pandillas. The existence 
of the maras LV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�WLHG�WR�8�6��GHSRUWDWLRQ�
policies which began in the 1990s while pandillas 
have been present long before the U.S. deportations 
and tend to be more localized than the maras (Seelke, 
2016). The two maras themselves have evolved into 
sophisticated criminal organizations with transnational 
characteristics, however, maintain “rooted in urban 
marginality” (Wolf, 2012). Members of MS 13 and 
Barrio 18 have been reported in neighboring Central 
American states including Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 

and Panama, along with factions in the United States 
(Seelke, 2016). Despite the “transnational” term 
associated with the maras, it is important to recognize 
that the subgroups known as “cliques” or “clicas” 
across countries are semi-autonomous and usually 
associated with a certain territory (InSight Crime & 
The Center for Latin American and Latino Studies 
- CLALS, 2018). There is no formal hierarchical 
structure that characterizes the maras; instead, each 
clique follows the local leader or “primera palabra,” 
even though the cliques associate themselves with the 
larger mara identity (InSight Crime, 2019, MS 13). 
The mara phenomenon along with extreme violence 
of the gangs has garnered international attention as 
well as local governmental initiatives to combat the 
organizations. 

[...]

U.S. Deportations to Central America
The spread of MS 13 and Barrio 18 to Central America is 
largely attributed to the US implementation of policies 
to deport immigrants with a criminal record back to 
their home countries (Stoll, 2017; Zilberg, 2011). Mass 
deportations of criminals from the United States to 
their country of origin began without consulting the 
home countries, which destabilized the already fragile 
and broken countries (InSight Crime, 2019, MS 13). 
Due to the increasing rates of violence and homicide 
between the gangs in Los Angeles along with the 
riots and looting that followed the Rodney King trial 
in 1992, which involved many Latinx gang members, 
RIÀFLDOV�ORRNHG�WR�UHWXUQ�XQGRFXPHQWHG�LPPLJUDQWV�
to their home country (Stoll, 2017). Statistics from 
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the 
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
recorded 1,763 people deported back to Guatemala in 
1995 (Jones, 2013). However, the number of deportees 
to Guatemala increased to 4,543 in 2000, peaking in 
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2011 with 30,313 Guatemalans deported, demonstrating 
a rapid increase after the implementation of the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act 
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memory, or as the medium in which body and world 
affectively encounter each other” (Dubow, 2009). 
This “body and world” encounter is often explored 
using structuralism, an approach that examines the 
human beliefs, ideas, and behaviors behind phenomena 
and how they perpetuate those phenomena (Smith, 
2020). “The structuralist approach was invented and 
developed by several key thinkers—e.g., Saussure, Lévi-
Strauss, Lacan, Barthes, Foucault—and many others 
across several disciplines” (Smith, 2020). Criticisms of 
this have given rise to poststructuralist epistemological 
and ontological analyses. In other words, not only 
should we look into ideas that beget reality but how 
those ideas came to be (Woodward, et al., 2020). 

Recent studies regarding geographical 
possibilism have opened up new theories that 
counter environmental determinism — exploring 
the “possibilities that exist in nature and especially 
on those that are effectively used through human 
activities in various times and places” (Berdoulay, 
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CHAPTER 3: METHODS
SUMMARY
To assess the capacity of a green infrastructure 
design to facilitate empathy with nature in its users, 
the researcher developed a new metric, the END 
framework, to assess observable elements within 
green infrastructure projects. These elements were 
initially based on the DEN survey and then expanded 
upon with input from other empathy surveys and other 
literature on elements shown to help stimulate empathy 

in human users. END was developed as a research tool 
for consistency in evaluating designs and its similarity 
to the survey-format used to measure empathy. It is 
then applied to two green infrastructure designs that 
are most likely to embody the upper and lower bounds 
of possible elicited empathy; this is used to infer the 
overall effect these designs have on how their human 
users perceive nature. The END framework presents a 

novel tool for others to use when assessing design.

FIGURE 3.3
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[...]

IMPLICATIONS + CONCLUSION
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Introduction
Brief History of the Olympic Games and 
Olympism Movement
Historically, the Olympic Games have centered 
on the principles of inclusivity, competitiveness 
and facilitating international cooperation through 
Olympic sport. In addition to fostering this ideal, the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and their 
respective host sub-committees mutually agree to 
GLVFXVV��SODQ��DQG�SULRULWL]H�VSHFLÀF�ÀQDQFLDO��VRFLDO�
legacies and goals to be upheld by hosting Olympic 
Games. Oftentimes, countries who seek an Olympic 
bid will aim to improve their economy through 
restructuring the city’s image in a way that capitalizes 
on the city’s marketability and often encourages higher 
levels of tourism and highlights marketable parts of 
the city’s image. Additionally, many bids believe that 
hosting the Olympics can provide a boost to the local 
economy via increased revenue surpluses and improved 
image of the city and its respective country framed 
as a tourist destination (Wilson 2015). However, 
many Olympic bids rarely result in the vision a city 
wants from hosting the Games. Oftentimes, lack of 
funding, political turmoil, disorganization of the 
Olympic committee or other issues can tamper with 
the lasting outcome hosting an Olympics can have 
for the country who wishes to host. This issue is the 
heart of why the Olympic Movement’s structure needs 
further examination. The backbone of the Olympism 
Movement is the doctrine that international sports 

can be used to facilitate international cooperation 
through sport, in the spirit that friendly competition 
can promote peace and mutual understanding between 
nations. This doctrine has been essential in countries 
securing bid approvals from the International Olympic 
Committee, who governs the planning and structure 
of a city’s Olympic vision and encourages spending for 
the construction of Olympic venues, athlete villages 
and other infrastructure that is necessary to receive 
the “Olympic seal of approval.”  However, these 
construction projects have had a direct impact on the 
SURÀWDELOLW\�DQG�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�SUHYLRXV�2O\PSLF�
Games and have historically had the biggest impact on 
RYHUDOO�2O\PSLF�SURÀWDELOLW\�DQG�WKH�SHUPDQHQFH�RI�
Olympic venues after the Games’ conclusion.

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
has sought to recognize and prioritize host countries 
that value universal rights to play sports and have 
democratic ideals inserted into its purpose and mission 
statement. The IOC has tended to favor countries 
with democratic ideals, high GDP levels, and who 
recognize universal human rights for all citizens. 
Additionally, the IOC requires bidding hosts to submit 
a “vision statement” which outlines a city’s goals 
IURP�KRVWLQJ��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�ÀQDQFLDO�WDUJHWV��VXFK�DV�
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social and political issues that made planning for Rio 
SDUWLFXODUO\�GLIÀFXOW��DQG�XQGHUPLQHG�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�
the Brazilian government to create institutions that 
could support their sustainability goals listed in the 
603��(FRQRPLF�LVVXHV�WKDW�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�2O\PSLF�
policymakers’ ability to implement the Games included 
the impact of the 2016 recession on the market and 
the debt accrued from hosting the FIFA World Cup in 
2014. The main social issues facing Rio mainly involved 
public health, being the outbreak of Zika-Virus and 
media pressure to address pollution issues and health 
threats to athletes competing in water events. Finally, 
political pressures from Brazil’s largest corruption 
scandal in history, the Petrobras Scandal, contributed 
to the distrustful image the public had towards the 
government and contributed to the crippling economy. 
Combined, these issues created a climate of economic 
uncertainty, driven by Brazil’s pride at producing 
the image of an up and coming world economic actor 
via a “BRIC nation” (O’Neil 2001; Nobre 2016, 5).  
yet leaving the country in a weakened economic and 
political state rife with problems. 

Between 2015 and 2016, Brazil slumped into 
a wide-spread economic recession, resulting in a 
contraction in the total economy, and causing rampant 
unemployment. At the beginning of 2016, Brazil’s 
GDP growth rate shrank by 3.6%, slightly lower than 
the 2015 shrinkage of 3.8%. This contraction of the 
economy was persistent for 8 consecutive quarters, 
increasing the unemployment rate to 12.6% by January 
2016 according to CNN, leaving over 13 million 
Brazillians out of work. 

The cause was a decrease in exports to China, 
whose growing economy required fewer commodities 
from Brazil. Additionally, since Brazil is a mostly 
commodity-based economy reliant on oil and 
agriculture, prices of goods are vulnerable to instability 
due to competitive world prices. As a result, in 2016, 
Brazil’s commodities of oil, sugar, coffee, and metals 
all dipped in value. Lastly, the media attention of the 

Petrobras scandal undermined investors’ trust in the 
Brazillian investment market, causing investment to 
plunge 12% and the value of the Brazillian real to fall 
about 12%....

 All of these drops in value across the economy 
likely contributed to Brazil’s desperation to implement 
its Olympic vision of a “revitalizing” Games, in an effort 
to gain public enthusiasm and support for boosting 
Brazil’s international image and likely contributed 
to Brazil’s franticness to create an image of a sound 
and impressive South American economy which it 
emphasized as a part of its mission statement for its 
Olympic bid. 

Additionally, regarding health crises during 
2016, the largest proved to be the outbreak of Zika 
Virus, a novel virus originating from Uganda which 
spread through mosquito bites and was found to cause 
“microcephaly” or brain shrinkage and death of babies 
born from pregnant females who harbored the virus. 
The IOC in collaboration with the WHO recognized 
the threat Zika posed to athletes and provided a 
statement to the world warning pregnant women should 
not travel to Brazil during this time, in an effort to 
curb infections. However the outbreak contributed to 
WKH�JHQHUDO�XQHDVH�KDUERUHG�E\�DWKOHWHV�DQG�RIÀFLDOV�
planning for the Games who were already concerned 
about issues with water quality and being able to train 
for aquatic events safely without contracting other 
viral or bacterial infections. Hamilton’s study of the 
Zika Outbreak during this time suggests, even with 
international academics urging the IOC to move or 
cancel the Games for safety concerns, urged that the 
Games would continue as planned (Hamilton et al. 
2017, 523). As a result, the WHO released a second 
statement in June 2016 stating the Games would 
continue as planned, outlining that the threat of further 
outbreak was limited and that containment measures 
were put in place, meaning containment of infected 
individuals and testing provided by the state. The 
overall outbreak of Zika threatened the welfare of Brazil 
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in ensuring it could host a successful Games, and Brazil 
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:DWW��3����������´,·V�QRW�IRU�XVµ��5HJHQHUDWLRQ��WKH������2O\PSLFV�DQG�WKH�JHQWULÀFDWLRQ�RI�(DVW�/RQGRQ��City, 17(1), 99-118. doi:10.1080/13
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ABSTRACT:  
This honors thesis examines how women in The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints understand 
and experience policy changes occurring in the 
&KXUFK��VSHFLÀFDOO\�LQ�KRZ�WKH\�UHODWH�WR�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�
as members of a traditionalist religious institution. 
Past research on traditionalist women has relied upon 
the victim/empowerment paradigm, which tends to 
ignore the complex theological worldviews women 
engage in when navigating their religious and social 
lives. This thesis used qualitative interviews with 
seventeen current and former female members of the 
Church to analyze their ideas and experiences in a 
non-reductionist way. The results showed that women 
WHQGHG�WR�EH�VDWLVÀHG�ZLWK�WKH�JHQGHU�VHJUHJDWHG�UROHV�
in the Church due to an acceptance of doctrine that 
preaches essentialized differences between men and 
women, as well as conceptualizing their religious duties 
as service, rather than status symbols. These women 
understood religious change through four rational 
frameworks: the “living church,” “global church,” 
“women-focused,” and “critical” explanations. 
Participants reported using two main strategies to 
cope with inconsistencies in the doctrine, called the 
“separation strategy” and the “eternal perspective.” 
Overall, these women were generally appreciative of 
the changes happening in the Church, which they saw 
as evidence of the patriarchal hierarchy acknowledging 
their experiences. Women’s positionality was not a 
factor that caused many to struggle with their faith; 

however, for some the LGBTQ+ policy changes were 
a tipping point that led them to disassociate from 
the Church. This project seeks to amplify Latter-
day Saint women’s voices and to better understand 
their experiences in the context of change within 
traditionalist religions.

[...]
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toward the Church in general. There is tension within 
the Church of Jesus Christ as it is transitioning from 
one generational ideology to the next and are caught in 
a balance between accommodation and intransigence 
(Iannaccone and Miles 1990). The following 
sections will analyze the results of the interviews and 
demonstrate how they fall within the existing literature.

Gender
To Latter-day Saints, “womanhood” is generally 
interpreted in terms of biology (female sex and 
reproductive characteristics) and familial roles, 
VSHFLÀFDOO\�PRWKHUKRRG��7KH�&KXUFK·V�GRFWULQH�
espouses essentialized beliefs about innate, binary 
gender characteristics. These “divine gender” 
characteristics are heavily ingrained within the 
belief system, meaning there is little contention 
around gender-segregated work and expectations 
because this belief system is so widely accepted and 
unquestioned. This could be a reason why there is so 
little dissatisfaction surrounding the different roles 
for men and women, as one might expect there to be 
in a social context where it is a much more contested 
issue. In other words, most women do not question why 
they are held to a different standard from men because 
they believe that, at the core, men and women are 
naturally different by design. This belief demonstrates 
WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ·V�LQÁXHQFH�LQ�VKDSLQJ�JHQGHU�LGHQWLW\��
as discussed by Sumerau and Cragun (2015). Another 
reason for the relatively high satisfaction with gender 
role division was the conception of religious duties as 
a service, rather than a status symbol. Women were 
not concerned with the segregated nature of their 
roles within the Church because they saw their roles 
DV�GRLQJ�WKHLU�SDUW��QRW�DV�D�UHÁHFWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�SRZHU�
within the system. The few women I spoke to who 
were concerned about gender inequality in the Church 
stated that ultimately it was a small issue that did not 
LQÁXHQFH�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQ�WR�VWD\�RU�OHDYH�WKH�IDLWK��
Former Church members acknowledged that gender 

inequalities existed, but that it was not a major reason 
in their decision to leave the Church. Gender is such 
DQ�LQÁXHQWLDO�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�&KXUFK�WKDW�LW�
works almost as a silent backdrop—ever-present, yet 
seldom recognized.

7KH�PRVW�GHÀQLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�VHSDUDWLQJ�PHQ�
from women in the Church is the ordination of men 
and the exclusion of women from the priesthood. One 
might perceive this as a structural inequality which 
devalues women and gives men all the governing power 
(Sumerau and Cragun 2015). However, the women in 
this study did not see it that way. The priesthood was 
not conceived as a status symbol or a power to be used 
for personal gain. Similar to the women in Beaman’s 
study, interviewees conceptualized it as a shared power 
HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�LV�RIÀFLDOO\�RQO\�KHOG�E\�PDOH�PHPEHUV��
Many agreed that it was unlikely that women would 
ever be ordained, even in light of recent changes being 
made. Most were content with that, which suggests 
that members tend to be more accepting of a religion’s 
“eternal truths,” even when changes are made that 
could suggest the Church is moving in that direction 
(Iannaccone and Miles 1990). In other words, even 
though the Church has changed to allow women to 
be baptismal witnesses—a duty formerly reserved for 
priesthood bearers—members do not think the doctrine 
will ever allow women to have the priesthood because 
that has been declared an “eternal truth” as opposed to 
an administrative policy.

The roles of women in the Church have changed 
drastically over the past few generations. Participants 
talked about the ways in which doctrine has shifted 
to be more accepting of nontraditional families, 
and how leaders now emphasize women’s personal 
agency to choose whether they choose to be stay-at-
home mothers. The Church is still a family-focused 
organization, but it appears to be more accepting of 
nontraditional families to avoid alienating those who 
choose not to have children. What was once perceived 
as a rigid expectation of all women is now understood 
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as being a more personal choice. This attitudinal shift is 
UHÁHFWHG�LQ�PRUH�UHFHQW�FKDQJHV��DV�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�
the next section.

Changes
Due to the sectarian nature of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, members often need to rationalize policy 
change in order to maintain consistency with their 
religious beliefs (Dunford and Kunz 1973). Changes 
to “eternal truths’’ can be the cause of cognitive 
dissonance. The Church has long set itself apart from 
secular society, proclaiming itself to be God’s “one 
true church.” However, it is easy to see similarities 
between the changes in the Church and the issues 
going on in broader Western society in terms of recent 
feminist and LGBTQ+ rights movements. Clearly, 
leaders’ revelations have a complex relationship with 
society, and women in the Church have various ways to 
understand and perceive that relationship. Ultimately, 
the reasons for the changes and their timeliness are 
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standing by its word and not changing its doctrine at 
the whim of society. Ultimately, the fact that the policy 
was eventually undone after public outcry reveals that 
the Church is not immune to social pressures any more 
than other religions.

As for the future of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, it is likely that this current phase 
of evolution will follow similar patterns as it has 
undergone before, and that many other religions have 
experienced it as well. It is impossible to separate one 
VRFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�IURP�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI�WKH�VRFLHW\�LQ�
which it is located, but interesting to observe their 
relationship to one another. It is obvious that, to some 
extent, the Church is responding to broader questions 
taking place in society regarding gender, sexuality, 
power, and the ways they intersect. It is also navigating 
the same social trends observed in other religions 
with the younger generations’ changing views on 
religion and spirituality (Riess 2019a). The fact that 
the Church is undergoing a minor upheaval of the “old 

ways” to make way for the new does not necessarily 
indicate the start of its downfall, as some have predicted 
(Riess 2019a, 2019c). Rather it is demonstrating, yet 
again, its ability to evolve with the changing times and 
culture according to the needs of its members. That 
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1982 respectively, the products and byproducts that 
resulted from manufacturing were disposed of on site 
in natural depressions and trenches, resulting in the 
so-called ‘witches brew’ from years of pesticide and 
chemical munitions production (Edson et al. 2011). 

…. Areas of waste disposal released harmful 
chemicals in the surrounding groundwater, air, soil, 
and natural water formations (Salcido 2014). It is 
estimated that 136,000 tons of contaminants were 
released by Shell alone, not including the 24,000 tons 
that the Army produced (Edson et. al 2011). 

«��7KH�VLWH�ZDV�RIÀFLDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�D�UHIXJH�
under the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife 
Refuge Act of 1992 with the signature of President 
George Bush. According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), which regulates Superfund 
sites, the remedy employed in the Arsenal included 
“boundary groundwater containment and treatment 
systems and off-post intercept and treatment system; 
long-term surface and groundwater monitoring; [… 
and the prevention of] 







198 | Honors Journal 2021

Morrissey, 93–151. New York: Springer. https://link-springer-com.colorado.idm.oclc.org/book/10.1007%2F978-0-387-89432-4. 
Havlick, David G. 2018. Bombs Away: Militarization, Conservation, and Ecological Restoration. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucb/detail.action?docID=5111080.
Krupar, Shiloh R. 2013. Hot Spotter’s Report: Military Fables of Toxic Waste. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.
Mitchell, Kirk. 2019. “Rocky Mountain Arsenal Continues to Leak Contaminants into Groundwater, Colorado Health Department Lawsuit 

Says.” Denver Post, April 16, 2019. https://www.denverpost.com/2019/04/16/rocky-mountain-arsenal-chemicals-groundwater-law-
suit/.

Purdy, Penelope. 1995. “How Do We Clean up Our Messes.” The Denver Post, November 2, 1995.
United States Environmental Protection Agency. n.d. “Rocky Mountain Arsenal (USArmy), Adams County, CO, Clean up Activi-

WLHV�µ�$FFHVVHG�1RYHPEHU�����������KWWSV���FXPXOLV�HSD�JRY�VXSHUFSDG�6LWH3URÀOHV�LQGH[�FIP"IXVHDFWLRQ VHFRQG�&OHDQ-
up&id=0800357#bkground.

Salcido, Rachael E. 2014. “The Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge: On a Rocky Road to Creating a Community Asset.” John 
Marshall Law Review 47 (4): 1-21. https://repository.law.uic.edu/lawreview/vol47/iss4/13/.


