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Currently the Colorado Department of Education determines the achievement level of 

public schools, Colorado Charter School institutes, school districts, and the state of Colorado 

based on four categories. These four categories include student academic growth, student 

achievement on statewide assessments, progress made in closing the achievement and growth 

gaps, and college and career readiness (Colorado Education Accountability Act of 2009, 2013). 

College and career readiness is currently indicated by the percentage of students that graduate 

from high school with a postsecondary and workforce readiness endorsement, the high school 

graduation rate, and the proportion of students who scored at or above achievement level on 

college entrance exams.  

Additionally, the State Board of Education has high school graduation guidelines which 

include a list of college and career ready demonstrations. This list currently only includes 
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Higher Achievement Level for Postsecondary School 

It would be beneficial for all students if the State Board of Education added achievement 

levels needed to ensure a student does not need remediation in higher education. Currently 

there is asymmetric information, as many students and parents do not know the high school 

standards needed to succeed in postsecondary institutions without remediation.  

The government should provide this information, as there is no incentive for the private 

sector or for schools to advertise this information. Schools that exceed college and career 

preparedness standards are likely to have a large proportion of students that are already aware 

of these standards; schools that are below the standards would likely not have the funding to 

figure out what the standards are. Therefore schools will not provide this information. The 

private sector is unlikely to provide this information as they do not benefit from students 

receiving this additional information. 

Many students and high schools are likely to mistake the graduation  deee

oo

oo

oo

oo

o thatt tional uuuuo

nres  st dstovis atiunss stigh n  Tss or ss ḓ vis atiua̾t a ͎ ormation.
tpostser t vhey instituti ke thas theyovll non e u as thesghal not d pl ®

 

cton

=ctoo ͎r

asov dekel.  b vg cg

t

ooed sr cfwa.s anfan oise foḓvis atiu̾

t a͎itia .hoct ati.p tvtodeghraduationt ivre sghaton. a.s t v ondnfents thaľ

 

studems nentst
statil a

oduave neeogrThinces t inan oleeuadine onfoe aoohenehav inc

 ss hes

otuanivinst. 
ms ovio p  dartatbeehe

anatst s
o .tbe gr nḓvis atiu̾ᴀolsr

 studentssgonste onag wh vrdnehaopy o

o elatts tikbestuvl
 st dsvly e

ancolleon.

=. 

s iviot ud s

t at  af ogtiav inekn om stude n n o.tbe r n. se raduat



requirements (The ACT, 2014). This means thirty six percent of students, over twenty thousand 

students, met graduation requirements but were not college and career ready. 

The current system mostly burdens low income individuals, as low income individuals 

score lower than high income individuals on many of these measures. Currently their own 

income would then have to be spent on these remedial courses. Under the bill students and 

high schools would know what postsecondary school preparedness looks like, and they would 

be able to focus on that in secondary school for free. 

 

College and Career Ready Demonstrations 

Additionally, this bill would prevent schools from being penalized if a large proportion of 

their students wanted to go into vocational fields or the military. Currently schoolsô 

postsecondary and work readiness standard is only based on high school graduation rate and 

college entry exams. This penalizes schools if their ms if
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In conclusion, this bill should be passed for three reasons. First of all, it would address 

problems of asymmetric information. Second, this bill would allow schools to support the career 

aspirations of a variety of students. Finally, it would increase high school graduation rates, 

which would in turn increase social benefits.  
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