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Under consideration this session is HB18-1130, which seeks to allow unlicensed persons
to teach in schools that have been unable to fill teacher positions. Eligible candidates must
become “district-authorized” teachers. Candidates must meet the standards established by the
school district board of education in the grade and subject they are to teach. Candidates must
have a bachelor’s degree in the subject they are to teach and can only hold the position for up to
five years. The district-authorized instructors may not replace licensed teachers.

The rationale for this bill states that education should be equally accessible to students
statewide. There is a “shortage” of licensed teachers in Colorado, and especially in rural

communities. Many communities also have qualified professionals who would be interested in
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HB18-1130 is also flawed in that it
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