
Dear Alumni and Friends,
On behalf of the Department of Economics faculty, staff, and
students, I offer greetings from the world’s most beautiful uni-
versity campus—the University of Colorado at Boulder. I appre-
ciate your taking the time to read through the newsletter. I view
the newsletter as one way to keep you connected and hopefully
interested in the department. To this
end I am constantly on the lookout
for good stories from the lives of our
many friends and graduates. If you
read through the alumni notes or
our alumnus feature story by John
Bartholomew and envision your own
story there, contact me and I can
help turn that vision into reality.

During the past year, I have been
reaching out as chair to meet as
many of our economics graduates as
possible. I go out of my way to make
this happen, inviting people to cof-
fee, lunch, or dinner whenever I am
on the road or in Boulder. As a “cold
caller” I do pretty well. Most of our
graduates are glad to meet. I have
met with very recent graduates who
are just starting their careers, mid-
career professionals, CEOs, entrepre-
neurs, and very comfortable retirees.
I have heard some amazing life
stories. Our graduates form a very
distinguished group, attending pres-
tigious professional and graduate
programs at places like Harvard Law,
Stanford Economics, Duke Econo-
mics, Chicago Business School,
Vanderbilt Law, and the list goes on and on. I hate to brag, but
I would match our graduates’ per capita net worth against any
department in the university. Why do our graduates do so well?

I have a standard question I ask our graduates: “How did eco-
nomics influence your life and career?” A response that often
emerges is that economics provides a different and powerful
way to think about the world. I could not agree more with this
assessment. I am a principal investigator at a National Science
Foundation Science and Technology Center, the National
Center for Earth-surface Dynamics (NCED). Through NCED I




























