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Instructor and Contact information 
Instructor: Dr. Daria Bottan 
 
Emal: daria.bottan@colorado.edu  
Office: 04B Economics Building "#$%&'&()! *+! ,-*(! ./0120(3! (&4)! 2**5! )*! )6&! '$1&!
#$)65**'7 

I'll give office hours in my office on Tuesday and Thursday: 3:30-4:30pm and  

Tuesday: 11am-12pm  

Feel free to stop by, ask questions, and just chat. If you would like to talk to me but your 
schedule does not allow you to come during office hours, email me and we will arrange a 
personal appointment.!
 
I realize that coming to office hours may be uncomfortable and even a little scary. But 
once you do come to office hours, you’ll probably realize it isn’t as bad as you imagined. 
I also feel like going to office hours can be really useful: I can help you resolve a lot of 
questions and issues if we speak one on one. Do not hesitate to reach out no matter how 
small or large your issue is. I am here to help. I am available to you, your issues matter to 
me and office hours is the best way to discuss them (I prefer it to email).  
 
Coffee Hour: 
I also realize that sometimes maybe you want to talk to me but it feels intimidating to 
come to office hours or approach me after class. Coffee Hour is my attempt to provide a 
space where we can speak in an informal and relaxing way. I'll sit on the bench in front of 
the economics building and drink a coffee every Thursday from 11 to 12, you are 
welcome to join me. Feel free to stop by and introduce yourself, chat about Econ, career 
or whatever is on your mind. I look forward to meeting and getting to know you! 
 
Description of the course 
This course will focus on economic models of crime and punishment, and on empirical 
evidence that evaluates the models. The first part of the course will introduce economic 
models of crime and study what factors motivate and deter criminal behavior. Then we 
will turn to empirical evidence and will discuss the role of higher fines, imprisonment, 
death penalty, abortion, drugs, guns and other factors in deterring crime. In the end of the 
course we will discuss corruption and whether it is harmful or beneficial to society. 
 
Course goals 
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example, understand whether evidence has a causal interpretation or not. These 
theoretical and methodological insights can be helpful in the analysis of other social 



dates regularly. You will be able to access the reading online, there is no need to purchase 
a book or access to articles. You will be required to write a short summary of each 
reading. The summary has to be submitted before class through Blackboard. I will 
provide you with more information on how to submit summaries during the first and 
second week of class. 
 
Summary 
General Information: The summary should be printed in Times New Roman font size 12, 
single space, left and write margins equal to 1 inch. The summary should NOT be longer 
than 1 page.  
 
Summary should include:  
 

1. Basic information: your name, the title of the paper and the authors of the paper; 
2. Research question: What is the paper about? What question are the authors trying 

to answer in this paper? Note: Do not copy it directly from the paper, summarize 
it with your own words as concise as possible. 

3. Methodology: How do the authors answer the research question? Do they use a 
theoretical model or analyze real data (what data do they use)? What is the 
method they use? 

4. Conclusion. What are the main results of this paper; 
5. Opinion: Was there something you liked/found interesting in this paper? Was 

there something you didn’t like about the paper? 
 



 
Term report 
Term report can be written in group (up to 4 people) or alone. I think group is better but I 
understand that some of you prefer to work alone and am happy to accommodate. If you 
want to have a group but don’t have one, I’ll send an email with a form where you’ll be 
able to sign up for a group and I will randomly match you with others who are also 
searching. 
 
To write a term report you will pick a topic (or a question) in the economics of crime. For 
example, what are the effects of gun violence on student performance at school, are 
longer prison sentences helping to prevent crime, do crime rates increase when 
unemployment does, etc. Then you will describe how one could answer this question 
using data. You will provide data sources and detailed information about the empirical 
strategy. You don’t have to actually perform the analysis but rather describe instructions 
of how someone could perform the analysis. Ideally you would come up with an 
empirical strategy that gets at causality, rather than just correlation (papers that just get at 
correlation will be graded out of 90 points rather than 100). 
 
The report should be 2.5-4 pages long (Times New Roman 12 point font, single space, 
left and write margins equal to 1 inch). 
 
More detailed rules about the term report will be specified later during the semester.  
 
I understand that it is a difficult exercise. I expect you to ask me questions about it and 



Announcements for the class, information about readings and when they are due, lecture 
slides and final grades will be posted on -$(8$%. It is your responsibility to check the 
announcements regularly. 
 
Materials 
There is no required textbook for this class. All the readings will be available online 
(some of the readings are only available using university internet), you do not need to 
purchase access to them. 
 
Classroom Behavior 
Both students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning 



manner so that your needs can be addressed.  Disability Services determines 
accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic 
environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability 



faculty member. Additional information regarding the Honor Code academic integrity 
policy can be found on the Honor Code website. 

Sexual Misconduct, Discrimination, Harassment and/or Related Retaliation 
The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to fostering an inclusive 
and welcoming learning, working, and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate 
acts of sexual misconduct (harassment, exploitation, and assault), intimate partner 
violence (dating or domestic violence), stalking, or protected-class discrimination or 
harassment by or against members of our community. Individuals who believe they have 
been subject to misconduct or retaliatory actions for reporting a concern should contact 
the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) at 303-492-2127 or email 
cureport@colorado.edu. Information about OIEC, university policies, reporting options, 
and the campus resources can be found on the OIEC website. 

Please know that faculty and graduate instructors have a responsibility to inform OIEC 
when made aware of incidents of sexual misconduct, dating and domestic violence, 
stalking, discrimination, harassment and/or related retaliation, to ensure that individuals 
impacted receive information about their rights, support resources, and reporting options. 

Religious Holidays 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to 
deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have 
conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, please 
email me if you have any conflicts for religious reasons. 
 
The class policies are subject to change due to unexpected external conditions and to 
ensure better student learning.!


