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Course description:

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the practice of econometric analysis. This
introduction includes relatively rigorous training in basic econometric and statistical theory, and
practical exercises using Census and simulated data. The successful student should be trained to
perform econometric analysis at well above the standards ordinarily encountered in commercial
and government practice.

This course requires previous successful completion of Economics 3818, Introduction to
Statistics with Computer Applications, or its equivalent. In particular, it assumes that students
understand expected values and have some familiarity with confidence intervals and hypothesis
tests. This course does not require calculus or linear algebra. However, success is not possible
without competence in algebra. In particular, it assumes that students understand summation
signs.

The material to be mastered in this course is contained in the lectures, problem sets, computer

9:15a.m. until 10:50 p.m. in Economics 119. I will hold office hours on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. in Economics 111, my office. Appointments may
be possible at other times.

Performance in this class will be judged on the basis of several instruments. The midterm
examination will take place during our class on Friday, 25 July. It will take 100 minutes and be
worth 100 points. The final examination will take place during our last class, on Friday, 8
August. It will take 100 minutes and be worth 100 points. Ten problem sets will be assigned
according to the tentative schedule below. Each problem set will be worth 20 points. The ten
problem sets together will be worth 200 points.
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