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Course	Syllabus	

University	of	Colorado,	Boulder	
Introduction	to	Statistics	with	Computer	Application	

Economics	3818-100	
Summer	2018	

	
	

Professor:	Nicholas	E.	Flores	
Office:	Economics	Rm.	210A	
Voice:		303	492-8145	
Email:	Nicholas.Flores@Colorado.edu	
Office	Hours:	T	1:45-3:15	p.m.,	TH	1:45-3:15p.m.	and	by	appointment	
	
Classroom:		Hellems	241	
Class	Meeting	Time:	M-F	9:15-10:50	a.m.	
	
Required	Textbook	
The	Basic	Practice	of	Statistics,	8th	Edition,	by	David	Moore,	William	Motz,	and	
Michael	Fligner.		The	course	uses	the	Sapling	Learning	system	provided	by	the	
publisher.		There	is	no	charge	for	this	service	and	it	comes	with	free	access	to	an	
online	version	of	the	book.		The	book,	in	bound	and	loose-leaf	version,	is	also	
available	at	the	bookstore	if	you	want	a	hard	copy.			
	
Class	Technology	
Sapling	Learning	System	
The	course	will	use	the	Sapling	Learning	system	for	homework	and	some	quizzes.		I	
will	provide	you	a	sign-up	code	by	email	and	you	can	establish	your	Sapling	
Learning	account	free	of	charge.		You	must	use	this	system	for	homework	and	select	
quizzes.	
Clickers	-	The	class	and	sections	will	use	clickers	and	therefore	you	will	need	to	
bring	your	clicker	to	every	class	and	section.			
Hand	Held	Calculator	–	You	will	need	a	calculator	to	do	calculations	in	class,	
particularly	during	exams.		You	cannot	use	your	phone	or	borrow	your	neighbor’s	
calculator	during	exams.		Graphing	calculators	that	have	built-in	statistical	functions	
are	recommended,	e.g.	TI-83	or	TI-84.		You	will	need	to	be	versed	in	using	these	
calculators	for	exams.	
Excel	–	Homework	and	recitation	will	involve	the	use	of	Microsoft	Excel.			
	
Class	Support	
For	the	summer,	your	main	support	sources	are	the	professor,	the	teaching	
assistants,	and	the	Sapling	learning	system.		Through	the	book	viewed	on	Sapling,	
there	are	also	
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Course	Overview	
The	purpose	of	this	course	is	to	introduce	you	to	the	principles	of	statistical	
reasoning	and	inference.		To	this	end	the	ultimate	goals	of	the	course	are	for	you	to	
thoroughly	understand	the	following	concepts:	basic	probability	including	
mathematical	expectation,	sampling	distributions,	hypothesis	testing,	and	
confidence	intervals	across	multiple	settings	covered	in	the	course.		This	
foundational	course	is	essential	to	your	success	in	the	study	of	economics.		CU	
economics	4000-level	courses	require	knowledge	of	basic	statistical	reasoning	and	
understanding.		Further	our	required	econometrics	courses	build	directly	off	of	this	
course.		
	
The	course	consists	of	five	closely	related	parts.		The	first	part	of	the	course	
introduces	ways	to	explore	data	using	visual	and	numerical	summary	methods.		The	
second	part	of	the	course	provides	an	overview	of	how	data	is	properly	collected.		





	 4



	 5	

member.	Additional	information	regarding	the	academic	integrity	policy	can	be	
found	at	the	


