
Environmental  Economics  
ECON  3545  -­‐   Summer  2015  

  
Instructor      Richard  Peterson  
Email         Richard.Peterson@colorado.edu  

This  is  the  best  way  to  contact  me.  If  you  do  not  receive  a  reply  within  24    
hours,  please  assume  I  did  not  get  your  email  and  resend  it.    

Office        ECON  14      
Office  Hours     



have  experience  with  previous  editions  and  thus  cannot  say  whether  or  not  the  
material  is  the  same.  
  
Additional  required  readings/videos/audio  will  be  assigned  throughout  the  
semeste



For  each  assigned  reading  (or  other  media)  assignment  you  will  write  a  1-­‐page,  
double-­‐spaced,  typed  summary  that  answers  the  following  questions:    

1. What  is  the  central  thesis  of  the  author?  
2. Summarize  one  or  two  of  the  main  arguments  made  by  the  author.  
3. What  is  an  argument  against  the  author’s  thesis?  

Five  reading  assignments  will  be  randomly  graded  and  will  collectively  make  up  
15%  of  your  final  grade.  Reading  assignments  are  due  at  the  beginning  of  class  on  
the  assigned  due  date.  
  
Paper  Assignment  
You  will  write  a  4-­‐5  pg,  double-­‐spaced  paper  on  an  environmental  topic  of  your  
choosing.  In  the  paper  you  will  discuss  an  economic  theory  rel





Tentative  Schedule  
Week  1  
7/7  –  Class  introduction,  Ch1  Micro  Review  
7/8  –  Homework  Due:  Fullerton  and  Stavins,  Nature  1998    

Ch4  Market  Failures  
7/9  –  Ch4  Cont.  
7/10  –  Homework  Due:  Coase,  Journal  of  Law  and  Economics  1960  
   Ch6  Population  
  
Week  2  
7/13  –  Homework  Due:  Hardin,  Science  1968  
   Ch6  Cont.  
7/14  –  Homework  Due:  Problem  Set  #1  
   Ch2  Valuation  
7/15  –  Homework  Due:  “Worth”  Radiolab  podcast  
   Ch3  Valuation  Techniques    
7/16  –  Ch3  Cont.  
7/17  –  Homework  Due:  Solow,  “Sustainability:  An  Economist’s  Perspective”  

Ch5  Sustainability  
  
Week  3  
7/20  –  Ch14  Economics  of  Pollution  
7/21  –  Ch14  Cont.  
7/22  –  Homework  Due:  Problem  Set  #2  
   Ch15  Stationary  Air  Pollution  
7/23  –  Ch15  Cont.  &  Midterm  Review  
7/24  –  Midterm    
  
Week  4  
7/27  –  


