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PART A. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED STRUCTURE

Following upon the Academic Futures recommendation that CU Boulder should develop “a campus-wide

common learning experience and/or curriculum” for undergraduate education and Chancellor Philip

DiStefano’s directive to design “a campus-wide common learning experience and a common set of

intended learning outcomes,” the Common Curriculum Planning Committee was charged by Provost

Russell Moore with “the identification and design development of a common curriculum through which

our undergraduate students will achieve shared learning goals that address integrative values and

common touchpoints throughout the undergraduate career.” Provost Moore further charged the

committee with developing “campus-wide learning goals that reflect both a deliberate statement about

who we are as a university and that complement and enhance all of our educational programs.” In

keeping with its charge, the Common Curriculum Planning Committee hereby submits this draft of

Common Curriculum Learning Objectives and Outcomes as the foundational step of forming a common

curriculum.

The common curriculum integrates curricular pathways across all schools and colleges with co-curricular

experiences offered across campus. Spanning the entire student journey, the common curriculum

defines the learning objectives and learning outcomes that make up a CU Boulder undergraduate

experience. It ensures that all students are prepared as civically engaged citizens and leaders, lifelong

learners, and contributors to a thriving future

PART B. OUTLINE OF LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES

The Common Curriculum Planning Committee has defined the overall learning objective of the Common

Curriculum—i.e., the purpose and distinctive nature of a CU Boulder education​—as preparing our

students to take part in creating Sustainable Futures: for themselves, for society, and for the world.
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In addition, the committee has identified learning objectives that define three habits of mind that

support this overall objecㄴT the co

o

o

o

o 

or ln

cos



3

PART C. DETAILS OF LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES

Purpose of the Common Curriculum

Sustainable Futures: Self, Society, World

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

At CU Boulder, students will gain an understanding of the interdependence of individual, societal and

environmental wellbeing and of the necessity for stewardship to advance balanced and equitable

futures for all. Throughout their CU Boulder education, students will cultivate skills and habits of mind

that enable them to thrive as individuals and contribute solutions to a thriving world.​

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Graduates of CU Boulder will be able to:
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good—understanding that this concept is always contested—and a commitment to democratic

processes to address differences. Leadership involves promoting collaboration, motivating others, and

elevating the strengths of individuals.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Graduates of CU Boulder will be able to:

1. Articulate a personal approach t
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Skill: Communication

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

CU Boulder students will be able to use appropriate media (written, spoken, visual, symbolic, digital)

for effective expression, argumentation, and communication of ideas and sentiments to audiences.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Graduates of CU Boulder will be able to:

1. Write and speak logically, with clarity, and with originality, using the process of composition to

enhance intellectual discovery and unravel complexities of thought.

2. Demonstrate facility with the fundamentals of persuas.nats .�


